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PACIFIC  COAST  ASSOCIATION  OF  FRIENDS 
No.  3 TENTH  MONTH,  1935 


EPISTLE 

From  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends 

To  Friends  everywhere: 

Dear  Friends: 

The  fourth  summer  conference  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
Association  of  Friends  has  met  at  Mills  College  for  a 
week-end  of  discussion  of  current  problems,  planning 
of  future  projects,  social  fellowship  and  worship.  From 
homes  and  meetings  scattered  over  an  area  as  great  in 
length  as  the  distance  from  Maine  to  Florida  or  from 
Edinburgh  to  Naples,  we  have  gathered  in  a religious 
unity  which  overcomes  separation  in  space.  The  pres- 
ence of  visitors  from  abroad,  from  Eastern  Yearly  Meet- 
ings and  from  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
has  heartened  us. 

Problems  arising  out  of  racial,  national  and  economic 
tensions  in  this  region  are  the  same  as  those  that  per- 
plex the  rest  of  the  world.  In  considering  them  we  have 
become  increasingly  sensitive  to  the  need  of  a wider 
application  of  the  method  of  adjusting  differences  which 
Friends  have  developed  in  their  meetings  for  business. 
If  we  are  to  do  our  part  in  bringing  about  a more  wide- 
spread familiarity  with  our  methods  and  message  there 
must  be  a greater  concern  among  all  Friends  that  iso- 
lated members  and  friends  of  the  Friends  know  one 
another  and  find  opportunity  to  strengthen  one  another. 

We  believe  that  our  message  will  best  spread  today 
by  the  touch  of  one  human  soul  on  another  in  the  com- 
munion of  worship.  Friends  are  encouraged  to  invite 
to  their  firesides  fellow  seekers  for  the  Truth  and  to 
open  the  way  for  periods  of  worship.  Out  of  such  be- 
ginnings, however  small,  regularly  established  Friends 
meetings  may  grow  and  every  new  meeting  is  a new 
channel  through  which  divine  energy  may  work  in  the 
world.  In  our  efforts  to  perform  deeds  of  service  to 
humanity  let  us  not  neglect  the  development  of  new 
instruments  through  which  our  distinctive  service  may 
come. 

Regional  Associations  such  as  the  Pacific  Coast  Asso- 
ciation of  Friends  will  help  to  knit  together  like- 
minded  persons  who  desire  the  Quaker  way  of  worship 
and  pattern  of  life.  Such  informal  organizations  may 
prove  a preliminary  step  toward  closer  fellowship  in  the 
Society  at  large. 

Three  Institutes  of  International  Relations  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  sponsored  by  the  American  Friends  Ser- 
vice Committee  during  the  present  summer  have  chal- 
lenged our  effort.  Responsibility  in  assisting  with  these 
conferences  has  impressed  upon  us  the  need  for  a clearer 
apprehension  of  the  religious  basis  of  our  social  testi- 
monies in  order  that  we  may  be  able  to  convey  this 


apprehension  to  others  and  prove  faithful  to  our  concern 
for  combining  spiritual  emphasis  in  life,  courageous  in- 
quiry into  the  causes  of  strife  and  practical  zeal  to  pro- 
vide remedies.  In  creating  such  a synthesis  ours  is  an 
integral  and  significant  part  without  which  the  whole 
will  not  be  complete.  Let  us  be  spiritually  alive  and 
alert,  knit  and  blended  together  in  the  expectant  silences 
of  prayer. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

Howard  H.  Brinton,  Clerk 


Minute  Adopted  at  the  Conference  to  Define 
the  Relation  of  Independent  Associations 
of  Friends  to  the  Society  of  Friends 

The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  offers  one 
way  of  meeting  the  problems  raised  by  the  existence  of 
Independent  Meetings  and  isolated  individuals  who  are 
Friends  or  who  have  a Friendly  philosophy  of  life.  With 
our  Association  are  affiliated  both  organized  groups  and 
isolated  individuals.  Any  groups,  whether  Independent 
or  affiliated  with  any  Yearly  Meeting  or  any  individual, 
whether  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  or  not,  is 
welcomed  into  our  Association.  A desire  to  affiliate  with 
us  is  considered  evidence  of  sufficient  unity  with  our 
ideals  and  purposes  to  constitute  membership  in  the 
Association. 

By  holding  an  annual  conference  and  publishing  the 
Friends’  Bulletin,  we  are  able  to  afford  to  a widely 
scattered  group  of  Friends  and  friends  of  the  Friends  a 
means  of  corporate  understanding  and  expression,  and 
an  opportunity  to  strengthen  each  other  in  spirit. 

Our  association  is,  therefore,  not  a religious  sect  nor 
any  branch  of  any  sect.  It  is  rather  a fellowship  of  be- 
lievers who  share  the  Friendly  outlook.  Any  Quaker 
meeting  or  part  of  a Quaker  meeting  or  any  individuals 
who  join  with  us,  need  not  accordingly  sever  valued 
ties  which  bind  them  to  other  religious  bodies. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  does  not 
admit  anyone  into  membership  in  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Membership  in  the  Society  is  attained,  we  believe,  only 
by  application  to  some  organized  monthly  meeting, 
whether  Independent  or  belonging  to  a yearly  meeting. 
We  recognize  as  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  all 
members  of  monthly  meetings  everywhere. 

We  advise  those  who  wish  to  join  the  Society  of 
Friends  to  make  application  to  the  Monthly  Meeting 
of  their  choice  as  the  Monthly  Meetings  are  the  funda- 
mental living  units  in  which  membership  in  the  Society 
of  Friends  resides.  Those  who  do  not  prefer  member- 
ship in  one  branch  above  another,  are  encouraged  to 
join  Independent  Meetings. 
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We  believe  that  the  formation  of  such  associations 
as  ours  in  various  parts  of  our  country  will  overcome 
the  sense  of  separateness  which  handicaps  so  many  iso- 
lated Independent  meetings  and  individuals.  It  would 
also  bring  into  association  with  Friends  many  who  are 
not  yet  prepared  to  take  the  important  step  of  joining 
in  full  membership  with  the  Society  of  Friends.  We  be- 
lieve there  are  many  thousands  of  persons  in  our  country 
who  do  not  wish  to  be  bound  by  sectarian  limitations, 
but  who  are  in  unity  with  Friends  and  desire  association 
with  persons  of  Friendly  ideals.  The  creation  of  four  or 
five  such  associations  in  the  United  States,  which  any 
Friends  meeting  or  any  individual  might  join,  is,  we  be- 
lieve, the  next  step  toward  the  unity  of  American 
Friends. 


The  1935  Conference 

Announcements  of  the  1935  Conference  were  sent 
out  to  a mailing  list  of  about  four  hundred  names.  As 
about  one  hundred  attended  the  conference,  though  not 
that  many  at  any  one  time,  this  represents  a reasonably 
good  percentage  of  the  total  possibilities.  There  are, 
however,  many  persons  whose  names  ought  to  be  on  our 
mailing  list  but  are  not.  A special  feature  of  this  confer- 
ence was  the  large  delegation  from  the  north, — three 
automobile  loads  coming  all  the  way  from  Oregon.  We 
are  especially  indebted  to  these  Friends  and  to  Pasadena 
and  Riverside  Friends  for  coming  so  far. 

This  year  it  was  possible  to  attain  earlier  than  usual 
a good  degree  of  unity  and  mutual  acquaintance,  not 
only  because  Friends  knew  each  other  better  through 
previous  conferences,  but  because  everyone,  except  the 
local  members,  ate  and  slept  in  the  house  in  which  the 
meetings  of  the  conference  were  held.  A Yearly  Meet- 
ing where  Friends  know  each  other  well  because  they 
have  worked  together  many  years  can  begin  with  this 
sense  of  unity  and  understanding  but  a conference  like 
ours  must  achieve  it. 

The  following  account  of  the  proceedings  is  based  on 
the  minutes  of  Lydia  Michener  of  Pasadena  who  acted 
as  recording  clerk  during  the  first  two  sessions  and  of 
Mary  Wildman  of  Palo  Alto  who  acted  as  recording 
clerk  during  the  remainder  of  the  conference.  In  most 
cases  the  speaker  was  asked,  after  the  conference  was 
over,  to  write  a brief  summary  of  the  speech  and  this 
summary  is  with  some  exceptions  substituted  in  what 
follows  for  the  briefer  resume  made  by  the  recording 
clerks  in  the  minutes  of  the  conference.  Owing  to  lack 
of  space  it  is  impossible  to  insert  the  contributions  of  all 
those  who  took  part  in  the  discussions.  H.  H.  B 


Proceedings  of  the  Conference. 

Sixth  Day  Afternoon 

The  conference  assembled  in  Meadow  House  at  Mills 
College  about  three-thirty  in  the  afternoon.  After  a 


period  of  worship  lasting  half  an  hour  the  clerk,  Howard 
Brinton,  spoke  of  the  purposes  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
Association  of  Friends  and  introduced  some  of  the  visi- 
tors present  from  a distance.  Representatives  of  organ- 
ized groups  were  then  called  on  to  give  reports  of  the 
activities  of  their  respective  meetings.  Hannah  Erskine 
reported  for  Berkeley  Meeting,  Mary  Wildman  for 
Palo  Alto,  Ortha  Thomas  for  San  Jose,  William  Lawrence 
for  Corvallis,  Eubanks  Carsner  for  Riverside,  Paul  Elliott 
for  the  Willamette  Valley  Association  of  Friends,  Eliza- 
beth Frame  for  Pasadena  (Villa  Street) , and  Catharine 
Howell,  by  letter,  for  Pasadena  (Orange  Grove). 

Independent  Meetings  and  Friends  Associations  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  were  described  by  Howard 
Brinton  and  Walter  Heacock.  Walter  Heacock  spoke 
of  his  home  meeting  at  Cleveland  and  of  his  visits  to 
isolated  Friends  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Augustus 
Murray  said  that  the  Independent  Meetings  afford  a 
chance  for  the  Society  of  Friends  to  grow. 

Epistles  were  read  from  Independent  Meetings  at 
Montclair,  New  Jersey,  Elmira,  New  York,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  Chestnut  Hill,  Pennsylvania,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
The  conference  greatly  appreciated  these  greetings  and 
through  them  were  drawn  into  unity  with  other  groups 
whose  problems  were  like  their  own. 

Anna  Brinton  suggested  raising  an  education  fund 
for  sending  young  people  to  various  Friendly  Confer- 
ences. Friends  from  the  Willamette  Valley  Association 
reported  that  they  had  sent  some  of  their  young  people 
to  Philadelphia  for  training  in  the  A.  F.  S.  C.  Home 
Service  work. 

The  Treasurer,  William  James,  reported  as  follows: 

Amount  on  hand,  8/24/1934  $101.07 

Donations  received  65.00 

Interest  received  1.41 

Total $167.48 

Expenditures 

Cost  of  Bulletin  $68.31 

Stationery  and  postage  25.00 

Total .$93.31 

Balance  on  hand,  8/28/1935  — $74.17 

Approval  was  given  to  an  appropriation  of  five  dol- 
lars asked  for  by  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  All- 
Friends  Conference.  The  clerk  reported  a contribution 
of  ten  dollars  from  the  Fellowship  Committee  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee. 

The  aims  and  possibilities  for  usefulness  of  a Friends 
Bulletin,  to  be  issued  by  this  Association  yearly,  or  semi- 
yearly  if  funds  permit,  were  discussed  and  the  following 
were  named  to  assist  the  clerk  in  its  preparation:  Wil- 
liam Lawrence,  John  Dorland,  Mary  Wildman  and  Helen 
Fawcett. 

As  a nominating  committee,  William  James,  Luella 
Rockwell  and  William  Lawrence  were  appointed. 
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Sixth  Day  Evening 

The  subject  for  the  evening  discussion  was  "THE 
PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS.’’ 
This  subject  was  introduced  by  Robert  Starkey  and  by 
Howard  Brinton  in  the  absence  of  Frederick  Anderson 
who  could  not  attend  on  account  of  illness. 

Robert  Starkey, — 

We  come  together  with  joy  and  confidence  that  our 
days  together  will  be  of  value  to  us  and  to  our  fellows. 
Such  joy  and  confidence  has  not  always  graced  the  gath- 
erings of  other  Christians  during  past  months.  Some 
Protestant  groups  have  met  under  clouds  of  fear.  Funda- 
mental attitudes  and  beliefs  have  been  questioned.  We 
are  thankful  that  we  are  not  gathering  under  such  a 
cloud.  We  are  not  questioning  fundamental  beliefs. 
Our  tradition  is  one  which  does  not  demand  absolute 
unity  in  fundamental  theology  or  philosophy.  We  are 
thankful  for  such  liberality.  We  are  happy  that  the  men 
and  women  who  have  helped  in  the  forging  of  this 
liberal  tradition  have  sought  after  unity  of  spirit  rather 
than  unity  in  creed.  This  tradition  of  liberality  has  made 
it  easier  for  us  to  forge  for  ourselves,  along  ways  of  our 
own  choosing,  beliefs  about  God,  Man  and  the  World 
which  are  respected  by  our  fellows  and  which  have  for 
us  an  authentic  and  satisfying  ring. 

Being  grounded  in  such  beliefs  and  principles,  our 
deepest  concern  as  we  gather  here  is  that  these  tenderly 
held  tenets,  forged  within  the  Quaker  tradition,  in- 
crease and  strengthen  within  us  qualities  of  spirit  and 
of  energy  which  will  enable  us  to  live  as  full-faced  hu- 
man beings.  Our  principles  are  authentic  and  adequate. 
Our  prayer  at  this  time  is  that  they  may  direct  us  in  wise 
and  courageous  social  action. 

Howard  Brinton, — 

As  a student  of  the  history  of  religion  it  is  frequently 
my  endeavor  to  isolate  in  each  religion  those  elements 
which  make  it  unique  and  which  accordingly  differen- 
tiate it  from  all  other  religions.  If  we  attempt  to  do  this 
with  Quakerism  I think  we  shall  find  that  the  unique 
thing  in  it  is  the  Quaker  meeting  for  worship.  If  we 
apply  the  same  test  to  our  other  fundamental  doctrines 
or  practices  such  as  "Inner  Light,”  "Peace,”  etc.,  we 
shall  find  little  which  has  not  been  duplicated  many 
times  elsewhere.  In  no  living  or  dead  religion  is  there 
anything  exactly  like  our  meeting  for  worship.  We  have 
been  called  Mystics  because  we  believe  that  man  wor- 
ships not  through  ritual,  preacher,  or  priest  but  by 
meeting  with  God  Himself  and  receiving  from  Him 
directly  Truth  and  Life.  But  the  great  mystics  of  history, 
whether  Christian,  Mohammedan,  Hindu  or  Buddhist, 
have  made  this  approach  alone.  The  group  approach, 
where  in  silence  each  worshipper  finds  God  by  unity 
with  other  men  and  finds  other  men  by  unity  with  God 
is  peculiar  to  the  Society  of  Friends.  Just  because  this 
undertaking  is  a social  and  not  an  individual  thing  our 
mysticism  has  not  taken  us  out  of  the  world  but  has 
made  us  active  in  it.  The  Quaker  meeting  for  worship, 


and  this  would  include  to  a certain  degree  the  Quaker 
meeting  for  business,  is  the  source  of  our  social  testi- 
monies because  it  is  the  germ  cell  of  a greater  human 
society  characterized  by  similar  divine-human  relation- 
ships. The  meeting  for  worship  is  our  primary  testi- 
mony. All  others  are  secondary  because  all  others  come 
out  of  it.  When  the  primary  is  given  up  the  secondary 
may  live  on  for  a while  through  mere  inertia  but  sooner 
or  later  it  is  abandoned  also. 

Seventh  Day  Morning 

The  following  were  named  as  an  epistle  committee 
to  issue  a general  epistle  and  to  reply  to  special  epistles 
received  from  Independent  Meetings:  Lyra  Dann,  How- 
ard Fawcett,  William  Lawrence,  Anna  Brinton,  Paul 
Elliott  and  the  clerks. 

The  first  subject  before  the  Conference  was  "THE 
FUTURE  OF  INDEPENDENT  GROUPS.”  The  dis- 
cussion was  introduced  by  William  Lawrence. 

Wm.  E.  Lawrence, — 

Friends  are  moving  rapidly  these  days  and  our  con- 
cern should  be  well  guarded  lest  we  move  too  fast  into 
policies  that  are  not  well  thought  out  nor  backed  by  a 
healthy  growth  in  the  group  consciousness.  There  are 
certain  principles  of  Friends  which  should  be  as  weil 
guarded  as  the  development  of  our  zeal  to  readjust  with 
changing  times. 

What  are  the  problems  before  us?  The  future  of  in- 
dependent groups  and  meetings,  the  question  of  inter- 
national cooperation  and  unity  among  Friends,  and  the 
work  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  are 
within  our  immediate  concern. 

Along  with  changing  conditions,  which  lead  natur- 
ally toward  greater  competition  and  even  war,  there  are 
also  conditions  leading  to  a greater  spirit  of  coopera- 
tion in  understanding  and  activity.  The  opposite  of 
competition  is  cooperation.  As  world  peace  will  finally 
rest  upon  a sound  spirit  of  cooperation  between  nations 
and  peoples,  so  Friends  will  find  their  peace  resting 
upon  the  spirit  of  practical  cooperation  between  Friends 
groups  and  meetings.  The  essence  of  cooperation  lies 
in  the  mutual  contributions  of  often  times  great  differ- 
ences, working  together  with  the  "spirit  of  truth  in  our 
hearts.”  Until  Friends  have  solved  these  problems  of 
cooperation  they  will  not  contribute  their  share  toward 
the  peace  of  the  world.  We  should  look,  therefore,  not 
to  one  great  unified  International  Society  of  Friends, 
which  will  be  beset  with  all  the  temptations  of  great 
power.  This  is  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  peace 
wherever  recognized.  It  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  orig- 
inality and  of  loving  service  which  has  characterized 
Friends  thus  far.  We  should  willingly  and  whole-heart- 
edly recognize  the  contributions  from  each  branch  in 
the  Society  of  Friends, — the  fears,  loyalties  and  aspira- 
tions of  each  group  calling  themselves  Friends.  As  we 
learn  the  technique  of  cooperation  among  ourselves, 
with  differences  fully  recognized  and  valued,  each  with 
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the  "spirit  of  truth  in  our  hearts,”  we  shall  contribute 
more  toward  world  peace  and  happiness. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  is  an  ad- 
venture in  this  new  field  of  cooperation  through  fed- 
eration rather  than  union.  The  problem  of  the  relation 
of  Friends  groups  and  meetings  does  not  altogether  lie 
in  the  question  of  membership,  and  yet  membership  is 
important.  Perhaps  the  present  method  of  becoming  a 
member  of  any  monthly  meeting  the  person  elects,  and 
of  the  monthly  meeting  joining  any  yearly  meeting  de- 
sired is  most  satisfactory.  Certainly  the  local  group  is 
the  only  body  qualified  to  pass  upon  individual  mem- 
bership in  the  Society  of  Friends.  The  conferring  of 
membership  should  never  be  transferred  to  any  higher 
body  than  the  local  meeting. 

And  yet  there  is  a strong  urge  that  new  members  be 
given  a sense  of  unity  with  the  Society  at  large.  Many 
people  in  full  sympathy  with  the  customs  and  principles 
of  Friends  are  unwilling  to  join  one  branch  of  the  So- 
ciety as  conditions  now  exist.  They  do  not  wish  to  lend 
their  support  to  the  perpetuation  of  divisions  in  which 
they  have  no  interest.  Their  paramount  interest  is  in  the 
principles  for  which  the  Friends  stand  as  a whole  and 
their  methods  of  living  and  worshipping. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  affords  an 
opportunity  to  promote  the  sense  of  unity  throughout 
all  Friends.  Perhaps  this  association  is  the  only  body  of 
Friends  in  the  world  who  feel  free  to  take  this  initial 
step.  It  is  apparent  that  Friends  elsewhere  are  watching 
the  development  of  this  association  with  keen  interest, 
no  doubt  expecting  something  new  to  come  from  us. 
We  have  demonstrated  our  enduring  efforts.  We  hope 
we  have  demonstrated  our  tolerances.  Are  we  not  now 
in  a position  to  take  at  least  one  step  toward  the  band- 
ing together  of  all  Friends?  We  can  if  we  so  desire 
record  a minute  looking  to  this  end,  which  would  af- 
firm that  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  recog- 
nizes as  in  membership  with  the  Association  any  Friends 
meeting  and  any  individual  upon  their  expressed  desire 
to  join  the  association,  and  to  recognize  as  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  any  member  of  any  Monthly 
Meeting  now  existent  wheresoever  in  the  world.  Friends 
gathered  together  as  Friends  Groups  may  be  recognized 
as  members  in  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends 
upon  the  expressed  desire  of  the  group.  Friends  of 
the  Friends  may  be  welcomed  into  affiliation  with  the 
association  upon  their  expressed  desire.  Such  a minute 
should  show  to  Friends  everywhere  that  we  desire  to 
further  the  development  of  a bond  of  greater  unity 
within  our  functioning  area. 

The  idea  has  already  been  expressed  that  four  or  five 
other  associations  similar  to  the  Pacific  Coast  Associa- 
tion of  Friends  could  and  should  be  formed  elsewhere 
in  the  United  States.  If  these  associations  are  formed, 
the  way  will  be  open  for  them  to  record  similar  minutes 
to  the  one  above  proposed.  In  this  way  Friends  may 
come  to  feel  and  to  participate  in  the  oneness  which 
should  really  exist,  without  depriving  any  meeting  or 
group  or  yearly  meeting  of  the  privilege  of  individual 


growth  and  expression.  The  right  of  passing  upon  mem- 
bership would  then  remain  with  the  monthly  meeting 
where  it  rightfully  belongs. 

A lively  discussion  in  which  many  took  part  followed. 
The  clerk  was  asked  to  draw  up  a minute  summarizing 
the  conclusions  of  the  Conference. 

The  remainder  of  the  session  was  devoted  to  the 
three  International  Institutes  on  the  Coast  sponsored 
by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee.  Joseph 
Conard,  newly  appointed  general  secretary  for  these  in- 
stitutes, spoke  in  a general  way  of  their  needs  and  pos- 
sibilities, and  Lydia  Michener,  Field  Secretary  for  the 
Institute  at  Whittier  College,  spoke  on  the  "Relation  of 
Friends  to  these  Institutes.”  Both  speakers  showed  that 
the  active  aid  of  Friends  is  needed  if  these  institutes 
are  to  represent  the  point  of  view  desired  by  the  Ameri- 
can Friends  Service  Committee. 

Seventh  Day  Afternoon 

The  nominating  committee  reported  as  follows: 
Clerk,  Howard  Brinton;  Recording  Clerk,  Mary  Wild- 
man;  Assistant  Recording  Clerk,  Lyra  Dann;  Treasurer, 
William  James;  representatives  on  the  committee  in 
charge  of  the  All  Friends  Conference  in  1937,  Murray 
Luck  and  John  Dorland;  alternates,  Paul  Elliott  and 
Arthur  Vail. 

The  meeting  was  then  opened  to  a discussion  of  the 
"FRIENDS’  MESSAGE  ON  THE  SPIRITUAL  BASIS 
OF  PEACE,”  not  only  between  nations  but  between 
classes  and  races.  The  first  speaker  was  Robert  Dann. 

Robert  Dann, — 

The  history  of  Friends  is  traced  more  easily  and  ac- 
curately through  the  record  of  their  social  activities  and 
interests,  "their  social  testimonies,”  than  through  state- 
ments of  faith  or  discussions  of  belief,  important  as 
these  are  at  times. 

Individual  social  concerns,  that  later  developed  into 
testimonies  supported  by  the  whole  group,  rose  natur- 
ally from  the  fundamental  Quaker  concept  of  the  unity 
and  harmony  of  life.  Man  did  not  live  in  a sacred  world 
nor  in  a secular  world,  nor  in  a theological  or  social 
world,  but  in  a world  that  revealed  enough  conscious 
reality  about  it  to  establish  a fundamental  sense  of  unity. 
This  sense  of  accord  was  and  still  is  a possible  experi- 
ence for  all  men.  It  is  the  fundamental  ideal  of  the  doc- 
trine of  the  inner  light  that  is  best  explained  at  it  results 
in  social  testimonies  that  outweigh  any  statements  of 
faith. 

The  Quakers  have  thus  been  able  to  avoid  the  di- 
rection and  selection  of  their  social  activities  by  a tra- 
ditional program,  commanded  by  an  authoritative 
church.  They  have  also  avoided  the  limiting  and  sanc- 
tioning of  their  activities  to  those  allowed  by  an 
authoritative  literature  such  as  the  Old  or  New  Testa- 
ments. 

Friends  have  been  free  to  select  their  social  concerns 
from  any  section  of  their  complete  social  environment, 
and  have  only  had  to  justify  their  interest  by  demonstrat- 
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ing  the  need.  References  to  the  traditions  of  the  church 
and  to  the  Bible  may  give  support  to  the  position  that 
has  been  taken  but  they  are  not  necessary,  nor  need  they 
be  the  source  or  spring  of  the  new  concern,  and  the 
weakening  effect  of  contradicting  authorities  is  thus 
avoided. 

The  social  testimonies  have  emerged  as  some  indi- 
vidual, such  as  John  Woolman,  or  as  the  larger  group 
became  conscious  of  the  lack  of  harmony,  not  between 
any  parts  of  its  life,  for  life  was  not  made  up  of  a col- 
lection of  parts,  but  of  a disharmony  that  was  felt  in 
life  itself.  It  was  the  awakening  consciousness  of  dis- 
harmony, that  aroused  Friends  to  initiate  or  take  part 
in  many  very  significant  social  movements  and  reforms, 
such  as  peace,  prison  reform,  repeal  of  slavery,  recog- 
nition of  the  place  of  women  in  society,  proper  care 
and  respect  for  the  mentally  ill,  and  many  other  simi- 
lar activities.  This  placed  the  whole  of  life  on  a spiritual 
basis  and  not  on  a policy  of  opportunism,  nor  of  acqui- 
escence in  a situation  that  happens  to  prevail  at  any 
given  time.  The  unified  life  thus  became  a powerful  life 
with  a clear  vision  of  the  world1  as  it  might  become, — - 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Paul  Elliott  described  the  work  of  the  Institute  at 
Reed  College  which  he  as  field  secretary  had  helped  to 
organize,  and  Anna  Brinton  spoke  on  the  institute  at 
Mills  College.  Joseph  Conard  described  the  Institutes  at 
Wellesley,  Northwestern,  Grinnell,  Haverford,  where 
labor  questions  were  discussed,  and  Durham,  where  the 
race  question  was  uppermost. 

Joseph  Conard, — 

Friends  have  seen  beyond  the  calamity  of  war  to  a 
far  more  significant  fact,  the  fact  that  war  is  not  only 
terrible,  but  wrong.  They  have  seen  that  unchristian 
methods  do  not  bring  Christian  ends,  that  figs  are  not 
born  of  thistles,  that  justice  can  never  be  secured 
through  slaughter,  that  the  way  of  one  who  said  "love 
your  enemies’’  can  never  sanction  war  for  any  alleged 
purpose,  however  lofty.  If  war  were  only  a calamity, 
we  might  welcome  it  to  give  Ethiopia  justice;  but  war 
is  unchristian,  and  its  method  can  never  bring  lasting 
justice  anywhere. 

There  is  a significance  so  deep  in  this  religious  ap- 
proach to  the  problem  of  war  and  peace  that  we  be- 
lieve the  Friends  have  a special  part  to  play  in  the  Insti- 
tutes of  International  Relations  now  being  held  annu- 
ally on  the  West  Coast.  Friends  face  a challenge  in  this 
opportunity  to  lead  again  as  they  have  so  often  led  in 
the  past.  Their  vigorous  support  in  time  and  money 
can  help  to  maintain  in  these  institutes  a spiritual  ap- 
proach which  the  whole  world  needs,  and  which  may 
easily  be  forgotten  if  Friends  fail  to  accept  the  challenge. 

Friends  adjourned  to  the  Brinton  home  for  tea  at 
four  o’clock,  and  there  Dayananda  Pryadaisi,  a friend 
of  the  Friends  from  India  brought  a message  of  world 


fellowship  and  brotherly  love,  urging  that  these  be 
based  on  complete  self-mastery  and  dedication  of  the 
spirit. 

Howard  Brinton  introduced  the  subject  of  peace  be- 
tween classes  and  races.  He  was  followed  by  Peter  Guld- 
brandsen. 

Peter  Guldbrandsen, — 

I think  Howard  Brinton  is  right  in  stressing  the  pre- 
sent ominous  tendencies  in  our  social  life,  and  I agree 
with  him  when  he  says  that  international  peace  is  tied 
up  with  social  peace.  We  cannot  and  must  not  over- 
look the  situation  in  our  own  country,  and  in  our  own 
neighborhood.  Here  in  California  we  have  been  faced 
with,  and  are  still  faced  with,  an  appalling  situation. 
Law  and  order  has  broken  down  in  many  communities, 
and  a few  days  ago  we  witnessed  the  spectacle  of  a mob 
of  vigilantes  in  Santa  Rosa  who  cruelly  and  viciously 
tarred  and  feathered  two  citizens,  and  who  broke  into  a 
private  home  to  capture  one  of  the  men  they  wanted  to 
victimize.  When  the  authorities  of  the  State,  including 
the  Sheriff  and  the  Attorney  General,  treat  such  law- 
less incidents  with  indifference,  we  have  a duty,  not 
only  as  Friends,  but  simply  as  law-abiding  citizens,  to 
ask  for  law  and  order  in  our  communities.  We  have, 
in  the  past  year,  seen  many  examples  of  Fascistic  ten- 
dencies in  California,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  in  one 
instance,  during  the  arrest  of  eighteen  University  of 
California  students  in  Berkeley  last  April,  I was  able,  as 
a Friend,  to  help  to  release  the  students  and  also  to 
have  the  Police  ordinance  which  caused  their  arrest,  re- 
written. 

The  situation  becomes  serious  when  the  newspapers, 
sometimes  directly  and  quite  often  indirectly,  condone 
outbursts  of  violence  in  labor  disputes.  The  newspapers 
in  the  San  Francisco  Metropolitan  area  knew  the  vigi- 
lantes in  Santa  Rosa  were  preparing  a raid.  They  sent 
reporters  and  photographers  to  Santa  Rosa  in  advance 
to  give  a full  report  of  the  cruelties,  which  it  was 
the  newspapers’  duty  to  have  stopped.  This  was  an  in- 
stance of  "yellow’’  journalism,  and  "yellow’’  journalism 
is  one  of  the  greatest  menaces  in  the  country  today.  The 
people  have  been  doped  for  a generation  or  more  by  a 
dishonest  and  false  daily  press,  so  that  the  people  today 
are  unable  to  think  straight  on  international  or  social 
and  economic  issues.  I am  glad  to  say,  that  the  Friends’ 
Meeting  House  in  Berkeley  was  used  recently  for  the 
formation  of  "The  League  Against  Yellow  Journalism.” 
This  League  stands  for  non-cooperation  with  the  "yel- 
low Press”  and  is  at  present  engaged  in  boycotting  the 
Hearst  newspapers,  which,  more  than  any  other  news- 
papers in  America,  preach  hatred  against  other  nations 
and  hatred  against  certain  minority  groups  in  our  own 
country.  The  League  has  printed  two  million  stamps 
with  the  inscription:  "I  don’t  read  Hearst,”  to  put  on 
the  back  of  letters  as  individual  protests. 

After  a discussion  in  which  William  James  and  others 
took  part  the  Conference  adjourned  for  supper  by  the 
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fire  at  Pine  Top,  on  the  crest  of  a hill  on  the  Mills  Col- 
lege campus. 

Seventh  Day  Evening 

The  clerk  read  a minute  expressing  the  conclusions 
which  the  conference  had  come  to  in  the  morning  re- 
garding the  relations  of  Independent  groups  to  the 
whole  Society  of  Friends.  Some  additions  were  sug- 
gested and  the  minute  adopted  as  printed  on  page  one 
of  this  Bulletin. 

Nick  Sullivan,  a member  of  the  meeting  at  Swarth- 
more,  Pennsylvania,  described  in  detail  the  Young  Friends 
Service  Camp  organized  by  the  American  Friends  Ser- 
vice Committee  last  summer  at  Westmoreland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  the  government  had  established  subsist- 
ence homesteads  for  unemployed  miners.  Here  some 
fifty  young  people,  chiefly  college  students,  living  for 
the  most  part  at  their  own  expense,  worked  for  the 
homesteaders  during  the  day  time  and  listened  to  lec- 
tures in  the  evening  by  visiting  Friends  and  social  work- 
ers. The  philosophy  underlying  this  undertaking  then 
became  the  subject  of  a general  discussion  in  which 
other  projects  of  similar  character  were  described.  How- 
ard Brinton  spoke  of  the  aims  and  accomplishments  of 
Pendle  Hill,  the  Quaker  Graduate  School  for  Social  and 
Religious  Study  at  Wallingford,  Pennsylvania. 

First  Day  Morning 

The  meeting  convened  about  nine  o’clock.  The  con- 
ference for  next  year,  1936,  was  moved  two  weeks  ear- 
lier to  avoid  conflicting  with  harvest  and  the  opening 
of  schools,  and  set  at  the  fourteenth,  fifteenth  and  six- 
teenth of  Eighth  Month.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the 
First  Day  morning  meeting  in  the  Berkeley  Meeting 
House  to  make  possible  the  attendance  of  a larger  num- 
ber from  the  Berkeley  community.  As  a program  com- 
mittee to  cooperate  with  the  Clerk,  Helen  Fawcett, 
Augustus  Murray  and  Robert  Dann  were  chosen. 

William  Lawrence  proposed  that  there  be  established 
a collection  of  Friends  books  in  some  centrally  located 
library  where  it  would  be  accessible  to  Friends  and 
others.  Howard  Brinton  suggested  that  the  present  col- 
lection in  the  Berkeley  Meeting  House  become  a nucleus 
for  such  a library. 

Paul  Elliott  proposed  that  a letter  be  sent  to  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  thanking  them 
for  their  support  of  the  Institutes  and  particularly  for 
the  work  of  Ray  Newton  and  Joseph  Conard.  The  clerk 
drew  up  such  a letter  which  was  approved  by  the  meet- 
ing and  given  to  Paul  Elliott  to  convey  in  person  to  the 
A.  F.  S.  C.  when  he  attends  their  meeting  in  Phila- 
delphia in  Ninth  Month. 

Dr.  Norman  Coleman  spoke  regarding  the  Institute  at 
Reed  College.  He  said  that  it  was  distinguished,  among 
many  institutes  on  international  relations,  by  its  recog- 
nition of  the  spiritual  basis  of  peace  and  the  necessity 
for  the  law  of  love,  and  by  the  concern  for  a remedy 
rather  than  a purely  academic  interest  in  problems. 


The  meeting  for  worship  assembled  at  eleven  o’clock. 
It  was  a season  of  renewed  strength  and  deeper  insight. 

First  Day  Afternoon 

The  report  of  the  epistle  committee  was  read  by  Lyra 
Dann  and  approved  by  the  meeting.  The  rough  draft 
submitted  was  returned  to  the  committee  to  be  put  in 
final  order  after  the  conference. 

Lydia  Michener  proposed  two  resolutions,  one  in  the 
form  of  a letter  addressed  to  President  Roosevelt,  and 
the  other  regarding  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors.  They 
were  amended  and  adopted  as  follows, — 

To  the  President 

of  the  United  States, 

Franklin  D.  Roosevelt. 

Dear  Friend: 

The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  meeting  at  Oak- 
land, August  30  to  September  1 inclusive,  desires  to  express 
the  hope  that  our  government  will  use  all  peaceful  means  to 
prevent  war  now  threatening  between  Italy  and  Ethiopia. 

We  believe  the  time  has  come  when  the  United  States  should 
join  the  League  of  Nations  on  a basis  of  consultation. 

We  reaffirm  the  traditional  belief  of  Friends  in  the  power 
of  love  and  good  will. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  conference, 

Howard  H.  Brinton,  Clerk. 

"We  deplore  the  prevailing  situation  throughout  our  land 
regarding  the  sale  and  use  of  alcoholic  liquors. 

"We  resent  the  high-powered  advertising  of  those  who  for 
love  of  money  are  forcing,  as  it  were,  the  use  of  liquor  and 
tobacco  upon  the  young  and  the  unwary. 

"We  urge  Friends  everywhere  to  be  vigilant  in  educating 
their  children  and  those  under  their  care  as  to  the  scientific 
facts  concerning  the  effect  of  all  stimulants  and  narcotics  upon 
the  human  body.” 

The  conference  concluded  with  two  addresses,  one  by 
Norman  Coleman  and  the  other  by  Augustus  Murray. 

Norman  F.  Coleman, — 

In  promoting  Institutes  of  International  Relations, 
the  Friends  have  rightly  stressed  the  teaching  of  non- 
violence and  the  supremacy  of  the  law  of  love.  This 
teaching  is  fundamental  and  should  be  at  the  head  of 
every  Institute  program.  But  this  is  not  enough. 

We  must  study  the  causes  of  international  hatred  and 
•fiolence  and  must  seek  progressively  to  remove  them. 
Thus  we  have  fixed  attention  upon  false  nationalist  prop- 
aganda, over-weaning  racial  pride,  and  unscrupulous 
profiteering  in  munitions  of  war.  The  suspicion  and 
hatred  which  these  foster  can  be  removed  by  intelligent 
control  of  such  sources  of  strife;  and  by  promoting 
understanding  of  other  nations,  their  cultures,  their 
backgrounds  and  their  achievements.  Good  will  may  be 
supplemented,  and  enforced,  and  sometimes  created 
through  understanding. 

Basic  to  this  understanding  of  peoples  is  knowledge 
of  their  economic  position.  Modern  industrial  nations 
must  have  access  to  raw  materials  and  sources  of  mechan- 
ical power.  When  they  are  cut  off  from  these,  or  fear 
that  they  may  so  be  cut  off,  they  become  violent.  Why 
are  America,  Britain,  France,  and  Russia  now  working 
for  international  peace?  Because  they  are  secure  in  this 
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respect.  Why  are  Japan,  Italy,  and  Germany  threatening 
violence?  Because  they  are  insecure.  There  will  be  no 
basis  for  permanent  peace  until  the  world’s  resources 
of  essential  raw  materials  and  sources  of  industrial 
energy  are  so  administered  as  to  give  every  nation  reas- 
onably fair  and  secure  supplies  for  its  life  needs.  The 
Institutes  should  bring  their  members  to  face  and  to 
study  this  issue,  so  that  they  may  go  to  their  home  com- 
munities and  prepare  our  people  for  the  sacrifices  and 
obligations  of  peace,  which  are  no  less  real  than  those 
of  war. 

Augustus  Murray, — 

The  true  basis  of  worship  is  surely  the  central  fact  of 
religious  experience,  that  God  speaks  to  the  individual 
human  soul,  and  hence  that  each  one  of  His  human 
children  may  at  any  time,  and  in  any  place,  turn  to  Him, 
and  seek  to  enter  into  spiritual  fellowship  with  Him. 

It  is  this  that  explains  and  justifies  our  Quaker  con- 
ception of  worship ; for  it  is  inconceivable  that  this  com- 
munion of  spirits,  rooted  as  it  is  in  the  very  deeps  of  our 
being,  should  be  dependent  upon  time  or  place,  or  be 
conditioned  by  the  need  of  ritual  or  ceremonial.  These 
things,  however  beautiful,  and  however  dear  to  many, 
are  not  themselves  worship.  They  are  at  best  a form  or 
channel  in  which  multitudes  of  people  find  it  easy  or 
helpful  to  seek  expression  of  their  religious  instincts; 
but  reliance  upon  external  helps  brings  with  it  always 
the  danger  of  mistaking  the  form  for  the  substance. 
Further,  we  must  not  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
possible  to  conform  to  every  rite  and  ceremony,  and  still 
to  be  at  heart  utterly  untouched  by  the  spirit  of  Christ; 
in  which  case  all  ceremonial  becomes  an  empty  sham, 
well-deserving  of  the  righteous  scorn  heaped  upon  it  by 
Isaiah  (1:11-17). 

Therefore  we  Friends  have  done  away  with  all  ritual 
and  all  ceremonial.  We  meet  without  altar  or  ministering 
priest ; for  we  are  convinced  that  neither  of  these  is 
necessary  for  those  who  would  worship  in  spirit  and  in 
truth;  and  we  are  told  that  the  Father  "seeketh  such  to 
worship  Him.”  What  experience  in  life  is  richer  or  more 
beautiful  than  that  which  comes  to  the  true  worshipper 
in  the  hush  of  a meeting  for  worship? 

"The  world  that  time  and  sense  have  known 
Falls  off  and  leaves  us  God  alone.” 

We  meet  in  silence,  not  because  silence  is  in  itself 
worship,  but  because,  when  we  gather  to  seek  some  new 
revelation  of  God  and  await  in  prayerful  expectancy 
for  an  outpouring  of  His  spirit,  prearranged  speech 
seems  almost  an  impertinence;  and  we  wait  for  the 
promptings  that  come  from  Him.  No  one  who  has  ever 
felt  this  experience  in  its  fullness  can  have  failed  to  be 
impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  a silence  in  which  all 
inward  and  outward  sounds  are  hushed,  and  all  in  the 
group  are  fused  into  one  mood  of  expectant  waiting. 
There  is  nothing  in  life  quite  like  it. 

We  must  remember,  however,  that  this  type  of  wor- 
ship makes  extraordinary  demands  upon  the  individual. 
Each  one  must  himself  be  a worshipper,  a seeker;  else 
instead  of  being  a help  in  the  creation  of  the  beautiful 


and  stimulating  experience  that  is  open  to  all,  he  noi 
only  misses  it  himself,  but  becomes  a hindrance  to  pre- 
vent others  from  entering  into  it  fully.  But  to  all  who 
do  lend  themselves  to  the  blessed  mood  of  worship,  the 
Master’s  words  are  abundantly  made  good:  "Seek,  and 
ye  shall  find.” 

Another  fact  should  be  stated.  The  aim  of  true  wor- 
ship is  not  to  win  a beatific  experience  for  its  own 
sake,  but  to  have  one’s  whole  being  enriched  by  contact 
with  God.  Thus  one  gains  a clearer  apprehension  of  the 
meaning  of  life,  one  gains  strength  and  spiritual  insight, 
and  one  is  thereby  enabled  to  bring  one’s  life  into  har- 
mony with  the  eternal  order.  This  does  bring  with  it  a 
deep  inward  peace,  but  it  also  makes  clear  the  path  of 
duty  and  quickens  one’s  powers  of  action. 

"Not  to  ease  and  aimless  quiet 
Doth  that  inward  answer  tend, 

But  to  works  of  love  and  duty 
As  our  being’s  end.” 

In  the  solemn  expectant  waiting  which  followed 
Augustus  Murray’s  address  the  worshippers  felt  drawn 
into  unity  with  each  other,  with  their  fellow  men  every- 
where and  with  God,  through  whom  alone  is  all  true 
unity. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  next 
year  if  consistent  with  the  Divine  Will. 


Selections  from  Letters  to  the  Conference 
Sent  by  Independent  Meetings 

"Montclair  Meeting  of  All  Friends  sends  you  greeting.  We 
feel  a deep  current  of  unity  with  your  aims.  We  feel  that  some- 
thing of  our  American  pioneer  spirit,  in  your  selective  group, 
meeting  in  the  state  of  California,  will  aid  you  to  achievement. 

"Believing,  as  Friends  do,  in  continuous  revelation,  may  you 
detect  and  comprehend  the  'inner  light’  for  today.  We  believe 
that  the  spiritual  validity  of  our  method  of  worship,  the  im- 
pulse and  the  technique  that  have  characterized  our  social  testi- 
monies, and  the  principles  of  life  which  bind  us  together,  as 
expressed  by  our  Queries,  lie  so  deep  and  are  so  universal  in 
application  to  human  life  as  to  bear  restatement  in  the  light 
of  each  new  day.” 

"Chestnut  Hill  United  Meeting  sends  warm  greetings  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends.  We  are  happy  that  your 
conference  will  concern  itself  with  problems  of  wider  fellow- 
ship for  isolated  individuals  and  groups  of  Friends.  May  our 
work  for  Quaker  solidarity  grow  around  a deepening  spiritual 
fellowship  which  makes  for  oneness.” 

"We  (of  the  Washington,  D.  C.  Meeting)  hope  that  as  you 
mingle  and  consider  the  very  important  topics  listed  on  the 
program  you  will  find  moral  encouragement  and  spiritual 
strength  for  the  tasks  of  applying  the  way  of  Friends  to  all 
problems  of  today.” 

"Your  association  is  so  much  like  our  little  Friends  Group 
here  in  Elmira  (New  York)  that  the  urge  to  send  you  greetings 
at  your  Fourth  Annual  Conference  cannot  be  checked.  By  far 
the  larger  portion  of  our  group  are  not  Friends  at  all.  They 
may  have  a Friendly  background  or  some  sort  of  loose  affilia- 
tion, but  for  the  most  part  they  are  members  of  other  religious 
groups  the  associations  with  which  they  do  not  care  to  break. 
Consequently  we  meet  informally  in  each  others’  homes  every 
other  week  on  First  Day  evening  all  the  year  ’round  and  our 
meetings  are  in  addition  to  other  religious  activities.” 
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News  Items 

The  Willamette  Valley  Association  of  Friends  met  in  Port- 
land, Oregon,  on  Sunday,  September  8th,  at  the  home  of  John 
and  Ursula  Drill.  Paul  Elliott  reported  for  the  Reed  College 
Institute  including  the  tentative  plans  for  the  coming  year. 
Robert  and  Lyra  Dann,  Paul  Elliott,  John  Drill  and  William 
Lawrence  gave  accounts  of  the  Mills  College  meetings  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends.  The  epistle  and  the  minute 
on  membership  from  the  P.  C.  A.  F.  were  read  and  received 
favorably.  A letter  was  granted  to  Ward  and  Jane  Silver  for 
their  attendance  at  the  Five  Years  Meeting  to  be  held  at  Rich- 
mond, Indiana. 

Paul  and  Gladys  Elliott  are  at  Pendle  Hill  for  the  fall  term. 
Garnet  Guild  of  Newberg,  Oregon,  and  Adena  Joy  of  Corvallis 
are  attending  Pendle  Hill  for  the  year. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Willamette  Valley  Association  of 
Friends  will  be  held  November  17th  at  Newberg.  A meeting 
for  business  is  usually  held  in  the  afternoon  and  a meeting  for 
worship  after  tea.  Visiting  Friends  are  always  welcome.  Robert 
Dann,  725  North  29th  Street,  Corvallis,  Oregon,  is  Convenor. 

John  Carpenter,  who  sat  at  the  head  of  the  Orange  Grove, 
Pasadena,  meeting  for  so  many  years  and  who  has  been  ill  for 
some  time,  passed  away  on  the  10th  of  October.  Keturah  Yeo, 
who  was  Clerk  of  Orange  Grove  Monthly  Meeting,  and  one 
of  the  Stamp  Clerks  in  the  main  Pasadena  Post  Office  for 
twenty-nine  years,  has  just  been  retired  on  pension.  An  article 
in  the  Pasadena  Star  News  pays  tribute  to  her  valuable  services. 
A Course  of  Study  approved  by  the  Friends  World  Conference 
Committee,  in  preparation  for  the  Conference  in  1937,  has 
been  undertaken  at  Orange  Grove  with  young  Friends  as  leaders. 

The  Riverside  group  of  Friends  hold  their  monthly  meetings 
in  the  parlor  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Seventh  and  Lemon 
Streets,  each  last  Sunday  of  the  month  at  three  p.m.  Recently  they 
have  had  a visit  from  Walter  Heacock  and  wife  of  Cleveland, 
whose  contacts  with  the  links  of  the  Friendly  chain  throughout 
the  world  made  the  Riverside  group  feel  more  strongly  a part 
of  the  Friendly  fellowship.  Together  with  this  event  came  the 
reports  of  three  of  the  students  who  represented  Riverside  at 
the  Whittier  Institute  of  International  Relations.  Riverside 
meeting  is  fortunate  in  having  last  year  and  this  coming  year 
Dr.  Mary  Mendenhall,  formerly  of  Whittier  College,  now  Dean 
at  Riverside  Polytechnic  High  School. 

Some  of  the  members  of  Villa  Street  meeting,  Pasadena,  at- 
tended Yearly  Meeting  in  Iowa  this  fall,  some  were  at  Ohio 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  some,  who  had  neither  of  these  privileges, 
found  a very  good  substitute  as  a source  of  spiritual  refresh- 
ment and  fellowship  in  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference.  The  Peace 
Committees  of  Villa  Street  Meeting  and  Orange  Grove  Meet- 
ing, and  Friends  generally,  have  been  active  the  past  year  in 
distributing  literature  and  sending  and  promoting  the  sending 
of  many  messages  of  protest  to  the  president  and  congressmen 
against  military  preparations  and  naval  maneouvres,  and  in 
giving  peace  talks  wherever  way  opened. 

Meetings  at  Palo  Alto  continue  to  be  held  regularly  on  Sun- 
day morning  at  the  Girl  Scout  House  on  Middlefield  Road. 
The  return  of  Augustus  and  Nella  Murray  has  much  helped  the 
meeting.  Severe  losses  have  been  suffered  through  the  removal 
of  several  families  including  the  Andersons  who  have  gone  to 
Inverness,  the  Fishers  and  the  Ways  who  have  moved  to 
southern  California,  and  the  Charles  Brintons  who  have  moved 
to  a ranch. 

Berkeley  Friends  have  secured  a number  of  interesting  speak- 
ers for  the  Sunday  afternoon  lectures  following  the  monthly 
meeting  dinners.  Visitors  to  the  meeting  from  England  have 
included  Ethel  Trent  from  Birmingham,  Eleanor  Dixon  from 
Darlington  and  Benjamin  Veysey  from  Bournemouth.  Eight 
new  members  have  been  received. 


An  important  feature  of  the  1935  Conference  was  the  re- 
union of  the  Old  Scholars  of  English  Friends  Schools  held 
Saturday  noon  under  the  leadership  of  Francis  Lester  of  Mon- 
terey. 


A Glimpse  at  Canadian  Friends 

We  have  recently  returned  from  a seven  thousand  mile  motor 
trip  to  Eastern  Ontario  and  back. 

While  this  trip  was  primarily  one  of  rest  and  relaxation, 
we  found  this  needed  change  in  attending  Friend’s  Meetings, 
and  visiting  among  relatives  and  friends  amid  boyhood  scenes. 

Canadian  Friends  though  small  in  number,  fill  an  important 
place  in  Quakerdom.  The  joint  and  concurrent  sessions  of 
Canada  and  Genesee  Yearly  Meetings;  started  seven  years  ago, 
and  held  this  year  at  Pickering  College,  Newmarket,  have  been 
an  experiment  in  greater  unity,  that  has  brought  blessing  and 
encouragement  to  all.  This  step,  we  trust,  marks  the  way  for 
other  American  Yearly  Meetings  to  follow.  During  this  event- 
ful seven  years  the  Canadian  Friends  Service  Committee  has 
come  into  existence:  Camp  Neekaunis  on  beautiful  Georgian 
Bay  has  been  developed  as  the  Young  Friends  Conference 
ground,  and  there  has  been  a growth  of  Young  Friends  activities. 

Most  of  our  time  was  spent  in  Prince  Edward  County,  about 
one  hundred  miles  east  of  Toronto.  This  delightful  county 
has  been  sometimes  named  the  garden  of  Ontario.  This  sec- 
tion of  Ontario,  was  one  of  the  first  Quaker  settlements  in 
Canada.  A little  band  of  Loyalists  (afterwards  known  as  United 
Empire  Loyalists)  with  their  Quaker  relatives  and  neighbors, 
moved  from  Dutchess  County,  New  York  State,  and  settled  at 
Adolphistown  on  the  Bay  of  Quinte  in  1784.  The  first  Friends 
Seminary  in  Canada  was  established  at  West  Lake  near  the 
present  village  of  Bloomfield  in  1841;  this  later  became  Picker- 
ing College,  which  was  erected  in  the  village  of  Pickering  in 
1878.  A fire  destroyed  the  building  in  1906.  Due  to  the  gen- 
erous help  of  Friends  in  England,  Ireland  and  the  United  States, 
the  school  was  rebuilt  at  Newmarket  in  1908,  which  is  the 
present  site. 

Canadian  Friends  have  given  to  Quakerism  some  of  her  lead- 
ing ministers.  Eliza  Brewer,  Eliza  Varney,  Isaac  Wilson  and 
John  T.  Dorland,  Jr.,  stand  out  prominently  among  them. 

I lingered  one  sunny  morning  in  an  old  grave  yard  at  Hay 
Bay  near  Adolphistown.  As  I stood  among  the  ancient  graves 
I thought  of  the  courage,  devotion  and  tenacity  of  purpose,  of 
those  early  pioneers.  May  we  not  as  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  today,  take  encouragement  from  those  who  have 
gone  before,  realizing  that  the  days  of  pioneering  are  not  over 
yet,  and  that  the  possibilities  of  spiritual  adventure  are  limitless. 

We  enjoyed  the  fellowship  at  a Conference  of  members  of 
Genesee  Yearly  Meeting  (Hicksite)  held  at  Bloomfield  in 
eighth  month,  where  the  opportunity  was  given  to  tell  some- 
thing about  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends. 

Canadian  Friends,  small  numerically,  and  scattered  widely 
from  Victoria  and  Vancouver,  B.  C.  on  the  west,  to  Ontario 
on  the  east  where  the  largest  number  reside,  offer  an  interesting 
field  for  intervisitation  among  Friends;  especially  for  those  who 
travel  by  auto,  because  in  this  way  the  rural  sections  where 
Canadian  Quakerism  has  its  roots,  may  be  reached. 

John  W.  Dorland. 


Friends  are  encouraged  to  subscribe  to  the  "Peace  Digest" 
edited  by  Glenn  James,  a member  of  Orange  Grove  Pasadena 
Meeting.  The  business  office  is  at  6060  Fulton  Avenue,  Van 
Nuys,  California.  Only  the  most  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  a 
cause  could  enable  him  and  his  helpers  to  get  out  such  a high- 
grade  paper  at  a cost  to  subscribers  of  only  fifty  cents  per  year. 


THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN  IS  SUPPORTED  ENTIRELY 
BY  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS.  PLEASE  SEND 
YOUR  CONTRIBUTION  TO  WILLIAM  C.  JAMES,  THE 
TREASURER,  957  THE  ALAMEDA,  BERKELEY,  CALI- 
FORNIA, IN  THE  INCLOSED  ENVELOPE.  Please  send  to 
Howard  Brinton,  Mills  College,  California,  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  persons  to  whom  the  Friends’  Bulletin  should  be 
sent, — also  news  items,  contributed  papers,  letters,  etc.  Another 
number  will  be  published  before  the  next  conference  in  August 
if  sufficient  funds  are  receivd  to  enable  us  to  do  so. 


